
Values 

 
Whose values are reflected in the 

design of this space? 
Values of previous admin leaders and librarians. 
Values of learning support staff.  

What values are reflected in the 
design of this space? 

“Traditional Teaching” values - using the “Sage 
on the Stage” where children are taught, not 
children learn. Valuing the Learning Support 
area of the school.  

Whose values are overlooked? 
Students who wish to sit in comfort to read for 
pleasure, collaborate with others to inquire, or 
to relax. Teachers who wish to build any form of 
collaborative constructive pedagogical model. 
Parents and wider community – no place for 
them, ICT enthusiasts – screens are only for 
catalogue inquiry,  

What values are overlooked? 
Twenty first century aesthetics 
- Tired, dirty, dull shell  
- Inflexible furniture 
Twenty first century pedagogies 
- Collaborative, constructive, flexible 

learning 
- Access to ICT 
- Differentiated/ personalised inquiry 
Reading for pleasure  
Community partnerships  

Activities 

 
What activities are enabled by 

the design of this space? 
Quiet, individual formal learning (fill in 
sheets) 
Whole class instruction at desks or on 
floor near screen, 
Finding books on shelves 

 
 

What activities are 
inconvenienced or prevented 

by its design? 
Collaborative, flexible small group 
learning, connected learning using ICT 
options, maker space/ creative options, 
reading for pleasure, quiet small group 
conversations, Community partnerships 
and relationship building,   

Site/System 

(location, access, outlook, climate) 
What physical attributes of the site 
contribute positively to users’ 

experience of this space? 
Central to most of school, access from all 
classrooms is undercover, surrounded by quiet 
space (garden areas) so no playground noise 
encroaches. Wonderful natural light infuses the 
space, space is air conditioned for comfortable 
climate throughout the year. Work rooms with 
plenty of storage space are available for Library 
Technician and Teacher-Librarian, another room 
is used for Teacher Resources.  

 
What physical attributes of the site 

impact negatively on users’ 
experience of this space? 

 
The area outside two walls of the building has 
been utilised by the school chickens – very 
friendly – but this ensures that the second doors 
must be kept closed at all times in case the girls 
come visiting and leave “presents”.  

 

Technology 

(building structure, skin, climate control, 
layout, services, finishes) 

What technical aspects of the building 

design contribute positively to users’ 
experience of this space? 

Building is spacious and has wonderful atrium area 
which contributes to light and airy atmosphere. 
Climate is consistently comfortable. WiFi access 
throughout the building. Full time Teacher-Librarian 
and part time Library Technician are enthusiastic 
about children, positive community relationships, 
reading and learning. What flexible and soft 
furnishing that is available is constantly used in 
flexible ways by students  

 

What technical aspects of the building 
design impact negatively on users’ 

experience of this space? 
Fixed, outdated furniture takes up a very large 
amount of the space. Large area (approx. 1/3 of floor 
space) of desks is predominantly used by learning 
support groups (small to medium groups and 1:1) 
who often battle to be heard over each other. Desks 
are large and traditionally set out. Dull, dirty walls, 
sills and furnishings project an air of decay. No cosy 
nooks for quiet reading or quiet chats with friends. 
No areas set aside for creative endeavours – all 
carpeted with no access to sink and difficult to 
access electrical sockets. Shelving is old and tattered 
and quite tall which creates issues of access for 
shorter children and issues for visual duty of care for 
staff.  

System of human relationships 
What feelings, attitudes, beliefs 

customs or laws does this learning 
space evoke for you?  

This learning space feels like a big 
institutionalised barn where everyone must be 
seen at all times, and must be quiet. It feels like 
it has been devalued and left to decay with 
outdated, dirty shell, and filled with inflexible 
furniture/ desks evoking a traditional “sit and 
do” learning environment.  

System of human activity 
What processes, information 
sources or support services 

assist your use of this space? 
Front area is always open and staffed, 
students, staff and parents are free to 
access throughout school day (inc before 
and after school hours). Library technician 
works 5 day fortnight and is very 
supportive, and is assisted by parent 
volunteers. School leadership team are 
supportive and enthusiastic to revitalise 
Library  

System to support human activity 
For you, as learning space designer, 

what are the most inspiring features of 
the site?  

Large space filled with natural light 
Large story area with wonderful inspiring 
storyteller’s chair.  
 

Production of the built space system 
For you, as learning space designer what 

are the most inspiring features of the 
building? 

Building is beautifully light and spacious and could 
be redesigned with very little structural change. Full 
time Teacher-Librarian,  part time Library Technician 
and hopefully School Admin are enthusiastic for 
change and willing to entertain possibilities.  
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